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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article Type: Objective: The growing concern about unfairness of educational assessments
shows the possibility of differential functioning. The differential function or bias

Research Article | <es doubt in the validity of the test. In this study, identification of differential
item functioning in PIRLS 2016 test among Iranian students has been investigated
through the Rasch-Tree model.

Methods: The data used in this research are the results of the 2016 Pearls

Received: international study in Iran, which with a two-stage random sampling of 4385 Iranian

2023.03.29 students, including 2143 female students (48/87 percent) and 2242 male students

(51/13 percent) of the fourth grade with an average age of 10/14, were selected
for the study and participated in the test. The data of this study were analyzed and
revised form: reviewed in the R environment (based on psychotree library.)

Results: The results indicated that out of 181 questions, based on Raschtree,
one question was identified as a uniform differential function among two-valued
Accepted: questions. Moreover, among polytomous questions for block 16 differential
5023.08.29 functions were identified.

o Conclusion: It seems that despite its differential function, its effect can be ignored.
Published online: However, it is better to leave out questions with differential function when conducting
2023.09.24 analyses. Using test results requires delicacy and special consideration.

Keywords: Differential Item Functioning, PIRLS 2016, Rasch-tree model.

Received in

2023.06.29

Cite this article: Pirmoradian, Elham; Minaei, Asghar (2023). Identifying Differential Item Functioning in PIRLS
Test 2016: Based on RaschTree Method. Educational Measurement and Evaluation Studies, 13 (43): 39-62 pages.
DOI: 10.22034/EMES.2023.555049.2389

@ @ @ © The Author(s).

ML Publisher: National Organization of Educational Testing (NOET)




s 3907 (o3l 3 51 9 (& 350 31 Wladliae R

ey
YYAY =AY 1 Siig Sl ULo YEYF—YASD ;> UL /’W’Z’fa‘/"

uﬁ‘)“}é}'bé%‘h*"?}’ﬁg’ﬂ}’i')é‘sé'ié'é;)ls@um

Y ot : Y.
eyl 5ldl e o]l
elham.pirmoradian@gmail.com :asbll, . )] ¢y oMol 331 oKl ¢ omiw gy ddy 1) ol S a3 gal 5l .
asghar.minaei@yahoo.com:asbb), (Jstme sdim55) {0l 0l ()23 (oUblds aoMe olSiily (g uSojlul g iomiw 09,5 luiils ¥

B o YL
a1 ol B8l 5,5 1S sy oSl i3S IS5 b yges] 39 Y0lels j3 a8 T8l @ g, ASads 1BaR :lio g5
b5 (31,585,818 ololis ol ddlllas ;5 395 0 g05] (2lg) 0 035 Gl (6 S g b B8l 5,58 gy Allie

Lol 005 )2 u:;l) S J.\.a d)).)o )I ‘fl).»l ul)yo]uwlb B Y\s ).‘).v u.b|9> le.u
bas’ ol olpl ;o YV Jy (Mol adllas gl ¢yt cpl 5o oa b oalar wl slaosls R LTy Y] ‘_,JS,,
YYEY g (3o )3 YAAY) y55 el il YAYY Jols Slpl jgel yils ¥¥AD slass ¢ 3ol (glals yogd (6 puS diges
ose3l )3 9 b Sl adllas 5 €835 eV INF i 0Ske b plag ol (10,0 OVY) sy Soel b ypuy uy)ug el
WS oy g oo (PSychotree <lbuls cov) R e j3 adllee ol slaesls 53,8 8,0
w1 oly cd 3 Jde bl i ol g adllan ol 5 Jlge VAY 5l a8 iy o oLis lnazdl, slvaidl
Gyt et sl o o osMedy s Lol e Sy 315,85 b (85 )) g0 clalhw oo 5 VY5 /oY 1S
8 @lobd SRS Sl ey sy Ll
b sl o ool g 251 sl o BB ol 15 B3 3518 395 b sy om0 5 S 0l
w3l ol 31 e w1y e el sl iy G 5,Slas 1398 a3l LS L Ll sl ol 31,281 5,518
51 oolitl WlaBls cans Wl 3l pdaw oyl sl p3Y Ulg 4 jeia liael (31D b 0395 calio ygie den i aS
sl ol Gl Mo g cdlyls iojls Jy a0l gl

VEY/o ¥/ Aol

il €853 o e bl ool 31,581 5,515 Yo\ 3, 2 glS a3l

9&5)‘5°)\')“\ R PL\\E9N L)"l) C&)D )l odlazwl l) ARV )J)J u}")] )2 L;QI)»BI ))f)l.{ (\\C'Y) )w| ‘(_él.wo FLQ{H ‘ubbl)")’j :alcuwl
DOI: 10.22034/EMES.2023.555049.2389 .asio TY-Y4 «(£¥5,Loe) V¥ ¢ iigal sy
@NolS By O lias 198 Sigal S plasl 1720

NC




) Oy 3 03l LY+ V8 s (yg03l 5 31581 0,558 bl

doddo
el ol o3 s 53 (6 a5 03Il (sl g o 39 oo o 3 Logos (il slagssasl 5
oS (Jocnll (YN T oadie) 9900 oo sl (6 505 03103l ' (6 pdyliyis pU L (Shg 0
Slel o8 wims s (aaSTy (igesl o s Fglite ysbody po e ciliie glnog,S oS
slog)S slr (Flite mmlis a layges] ST mizman apo 0 )8 glaidlcos |y L g S ol
o ol Tl (Bl 0SS 0 salss (6 puSe syl (pgesl cig s jzeie ol 15 pylete
3929 3o ) JIg (B8 0535 5880 sebods o9 oo a JIg— (6 oyt & C
Ol e -l ;508 09,5 5l )lg—0 (4298 B poba 09,5 o gl Sl iz L S aS o)l
e ol 4y i 838l 8 SIS0 6 s - lgiSs sk 5 b lgiSy bl 0,518
L eblgs s lacuglas (ST Jg .l coliod i dtwgn molaw ;0 aog,5 (s glis aS el
wadis oo gy, 0,10 092 g eSS e Bliusl o SIS oSSl ol ablo Kiws 0,8 S
Slois; 05 (ganaiil So el g o, 5 Tl Sl ) sla by, 4 ol o |, DIF
IRT Jowe 5l Lol o & aiinan oo by, cdig oo 0ugels 50 S0 el ) (gla g, o8 il Jlg—
IRT Jow g0 ;2 ;0 DIF Laseis i glo g, ol ol .ogd oo 0olaiwl DIF aus il ol
o 9 09— DLl o3 51 09,5 g0 el oS gy wlgs IS cl e (i 555 ) 99
Sl oS gy oalsl e b sl glie oo S ol ol ytely 0,50 bl oS g0 (s
OV AVY (s 50) 090 ¥ osledinsjd Caud 903l cois oolai wl IRT (glo Jow ;o DIF ause i
el "5)) G ye iga3l 09 00l Wl IRT Jute 55 5 (gl il so 45 030l 9,505, S
85 S5 5255 oS bawgs ol b 09 0S990 09,5 90 dslio ay (yg03] ol S Jl 0
gt 00li sl _eplS 05,5 (S 3l Lm0l g5 cnsl g e My s 3yl ol Ly
Eb sl Sioie S (e slis a8 sl Jlsi ol ol el o g sl Vsl ) po S
aS a5yl (S yiie az g SGwdS slo g, ¢yl -l DIF oocs ) Lis 09,5 ¢ ¢y (IRCs) il

u.djf).‘a.u)d aQﬁ‘ﬁog)'Lc uwWJﬁ)lﬁ)lemywbafm osjfﬁ)‘u.\i.?dgdsm

1. Invariance

2. Millsap

3. Invariance

4. Item Response Theory (IRT)
5. dichotomous

6. polytomous

7. Likelihood Ratio Test (LRT)
8. Lord’s chi square test

9. generalized Lord test

10. Raju method
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1. Bollmann et al
2.Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS)
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1. International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement(IEA)
2. Mullis
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. Purposes for Reading

. Literary Experience

. Acquire and Use Information

. Process of Comprehension

. Focus on and Retrive Explicity Stated Information

. Make Straightforward Inferences

. Interpret and Integrate Ideas and Information

. Evaluate and Critigue content and Textual Elements

. Giraud

0. Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
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1. Trends in International Maths and Science Study (TIMSS)
2. Georg William Rasch
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1. simple logostic model
2. rating scale model

3. partial credit model

4. Linacre

5. dichotomous

6. ploytomous

7. De Ayala, 2009

8. Invariance

9. differential item functioning(DIF)
10. Hagquist & Andrich
11. recursive partitioning
12. Strobl et al
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Partial credit model

Item category parameters:2$

Item# Estimate Std. Error z value Pr(>|z|)
item1-C2 2.1153 0.4352 4.861 1.17E-06 ok
item1-C3 8.6689 0.9044 9.586 <2e-16 Hok
item1-C4 11.946 1.2836 9.307 <2e-16 ok
item2-C1 1.924 0.4994 3.853 0.000117 ok
item2-C2 4.2438 0.8453 5.02 5.16E-07 Hork

1. Log-likelihood
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Item# Estimate Std. Error z value Pr(>|z|)

item2-C3 8.2982 1.2436 6.673 2.51E-11 ook
item2-C4 8.6053 1.6099 5.345 9.04E-08 ok
item3-C1 3.6164 0.4128 8.761 <2e-16 ook
item4-C1 5.0985 0.4322 11.798 <2e-16 ok
item5-C1 -0.422 0.5793 -0.728 0.466372

item5-C2 4.8509 0.9447 5.135 2.82E-07 ook
item5-C3 6.0832 1.2671 4.801 1.58E-06 ok
item5-C4 8.2648 1.643 5.03 4.90E-07 ook
item6-Cl1 3.2212 04174 7.717 1.19E-14 kowk
item6-C2 6.2866 0.8052 7.808 5.83E-15 ok
item7-C1 1.2954 0.5104 2.538 0.011151 *
item7-C2 3.1907 0.8499 3.754 0.000174 ok
item7-C3 6.2888 1.2295 5.115 3.14E-07 ook
item7-C4 9.8787 1.619 6.102 1.05E-09 oAk
item8-C1 4.9091 0.4277 11.478 <2e-16 ook
item9-C1 3.2094 0.558 5.752 8.82E-09 ok
item9-C2 4.9663 0.8521 5.828 5.60E-09 ook
item9-C3 6.2969 1.2193 5.164 2.41E-07 Rk
item9-C4 9.0695 1.609 5.637 1.73E-08 ok
item10-C1 2.2365 0.4996 4.476 7.59E-06 ok
item10-C2 3.0991 0.8326 3.722 0.000198 ok
item10-C3 8.3068 1.2331 6.736 1.62E-11 ook
item10-C4 10.1828 1.6106 6.322 2.57E-10 ok
item11-C1 1.2418 0.4801 2.587 0.009689 oK
item11-C2 6.1628 0.8956 6.881 5.95E-12 ok
item11-C3 5.8605 1.2182 4.811 1.50E-06 ook
item11-C4 11.584 1.6256 7.126 1.03E-12 rowE
item12-C1 0.6112 0.4548 1.344 0.179019

item12-C2 4.4416 0.8288 5.359 8.36E-08 ok
item12-C3 8.4981 1.2226 6.951 3.63E-12 ok
item12-C4 13.344 1.6542 8.067 7.22E-16 ook
item13-C1 44178 0.4214 10.483 <2e-16 ok
item13-C2 8.4632 0.823 10.283 <2e-16 ook
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Item# Estimate Std. Error z value Pr(>|z|)

item13-C3 13.4012 1.2947 10.351 <2e-16 ook
item14-C1 3.8687 0.4142 9.341 <2e-16 ok
item15-C1 3.016 04114 7.332 2.27E-13 ok
item16-C1 4.2964 0.418 10.279 <2e-16 rokx
item17-C1 1.6312 0.4226 3.86 0.000113 ok
item17-C2 5.9702 0.8154 7.321 2.45E-13 ok
item17-C3 10.6447 1.2331 8.632 <2e-16 ek
item17-C4 14.6788 1.6563 8.862 <2e-16 ook
item18-C1 1.0454 0.5715 1.829 0.067395

item18-C2 3.3692 0.8917 3.778 0.000158 ook
item18-C3 7.3307 1.276 5.745 9.19E-09 kkx
item18-C4 7.4797 1.6334 4.579 4.66E-06 ok
item19-C1 2.3352 0.4204 5.555 2.78E-08 ok
item19-C2 5.5045 0.8072 6.819 9.17E-12 ok
item20-C1 3.6819 0.4172 8.825 <2e-16 ook
item20-C2 6.9828 0.8068 8.655 <2e-16 ok
item21-Cl 3.6678 0.413 8.88 <2e-16 ook
item22-C1 2.294 0.4931 4.652 3.29E-06 kokx
item22-C2 3.4104 0.8303 4.107 4.00E-05 K
item22-C3 7.5423 1.2211 6.177 6.55E-10 ook
item22-C4 10.1221 1.6086 6.292 3.13E-10 ok
item23-C1 29811 0.4113 7.247 4.26E-13 ok
item24-C1 4.1758 0.4187 9.973 <2e-16 ok
item24-C2 8.1043 0.8168 9.922 <2e-16 ook
item25-C1 3.3933 0.412 8.237 <2e-16 ok
item26-C1 1.1898 0.4613 2.579 0.009898 ok
item26-C2 4.8946 0.8362 5.853 4.82E-09 koxk
item26-C3 7.2255 1.2154 5.945 2.77E-09 ok
item26-C4 10.1985 1.6064 6.349 2.17E-10 rokx
item27-C1 2.923 0.4114 7.106 1.20E-12 ok
item28-C1 5.0251 0.4372 11.494 <2e-16 ook
item28-C2 8.1265 0.8161 9.958 <2e-16 ek
item28-C3 11.5829 1.2115 9.561 <2e-16 ok
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Item# Estimate Std. Error z value Pr(>|z|)
item29-C1 3.63 0.501 7.245 4.32E-13 ook
item29-C2 6.2841 0.8456 7.432 1.07E-13 ok
item29-C3 6.8338 1.2058 5.668 1.45E-08 ook
item29-C4 10.7939 1.6018 6.739 1.60E-11 ok
item30-C1 2.0535 0.4262 4.818 1.45E-06 ok
item30-C2 6.174 0.8196 7.533 4.97E-14 ook
item30-C3 9.1572 1.2081 7.58 3.46E-14 ok
item30-C4 11.8055 1.5989 7.384 1.54E-13 ook
item31-C1 4.8354 0.4262 11.346 <2e-16 ook
item32-C1 3.0523 0.4255 7.174 7.29E-13 ok
item32-C2 5.9542 0.8087 7.363 1.80E-13 ok
item32-C3 10.0576 1.2104 8.309 <2e-16 ook
item32-C4 12.4254 1.5977 7.777 7.43E-15 ok
item33-C1 3.4063 0.4321 7.884 3.18E-15 ok
item33-C2 5.4521 0.8059 6.765 1.33E-11 ook
item33-C3 9.8782 1.2081 8.176 2.92E-16 rowk
item33-C4 13.2614 1.6041 8.267 <2e-16 ook
item34-C1 1.9652 0.4222 4.654 3.25E-06 ok
item34-C2 5.7389 0.8117 7.07 1.54E-12 ook
item34-C3 10.3051 1.2212 8.439 <2e-16 ook
item34-C4 13.4535 1.6115 8.348 <2e-16 ok
item34-C4 13.4535 1.6115 8.348 <2e-16 ok
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