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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article Type: Objective: One of the features of the anchor test, which can affect the equating
process, is its correlation with the total test. This systematic review addressed the
effects of this feature on the equating process and the factors affecting it.

Methods: To this end, the terms equating, anchor, correlation, and a
combination of them were searched on PubMed, Medline, ERIC, JSTOR, and
Wiley databases, SAGE, ETS, and ACADEMIA websites, and references of
some important articles. The search was restricted to English sources from 1950

Research Article

. to 2022.
Recefved.‘2023.-03.27 Results: Based on the inclusion criteria, 18 out of the 167 extracted documents
Received in revised were selected for further analysis. The quality of documents was measured using
form: 2023.06.26 the Quality Assessment Tool for Studies with Diverse Designs (QATSDD). The

Accepted:2023.08.26 results showed that the test length, test reliability, statistical characteristics of the
anchor, the content structure of the anchor test, and differences in the ability of
examinee groups were the most important factors affecting the correlation
2023.09.23 between the anchor test and the total test. The results also demonstrated that the
increased correlation between these two tests improved the quality and accuracy
of parameter estimation in the equating process and reduced the standard error of
equating.
Conclusion: Considering the importance of the correlation between the anchor
test and the total test, it is necessary to carefully examine and analyze the value
of this correlation and the factors affecting it in the test development process
before equating related analysis to minimize errors and biased results.
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