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Objective: The term "non-traditional students" generally refers to learners with specific
socio-demographic characteristics who differ from traditional students in higher
education. The increasing presence of non-traditional students in university classrooms
presents unique challenges and opportunities. This research aimed to investigate the level
of knowledge, attitudes, and behavior of faculty members at the University of Kurdistan
towards non-traditional students.

Methods: The present study was conducted using a quantitative and descriptive-survey
approach. The sample included 164 faculties selected through proportional stratified
random sampling. Data were collected using a 42-item questionnaire. The factor analysis
model of the questionnaire indicated desirable reliability and validity.

Results: The results showed that the demographic variables of professors were not
correlated with the knowledge, attitudes, and behavior of faculties towards non-
traditional students. However, there was a positive and significant correlation between
faculties' knowledge about non-traditional students and their attitudes and behavior
towards them. That is, faculties who had a better understanding of the characteristics of
non-traditional students also had more positive attitudes and more flexible behavior
towards them. The results indicated that most faculties have adjusted their teaching
methods to respond to the diverse learning needs of students.

Conclusion: The findings highlight a duality in faculty members' experiences with non-
traditional students. While non-traditional students bring more richness to the classroom
environment, their needs require professors to change traditional teaching methods. This
flexibility, while beneficial, can create pressure for professors who do not have sufficient
institutional support. The results emphasize the importance of increasing professional
development programs in the field of adult learning and non-traditional students
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